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CUSTODY INTAKE 

RISK ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT (RAI) 
 
 
AUTHORITY: California Rules of Court Number 5.514 (Intake; guidelines), 5.516 (Factors 

to consider), 5.520 (Filing the petition; application for petition), and 5.524 
(Forms of petition; notice of hearing). 

Penal Code (PC) Sections 667, 1192.7 
Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Sections 202, 206, 207, 207.1, 601, 

602, 602.1, 604, 628, 629.1, 630-632, 636, 641, 650, 651, 653, 653.7, 
654.3, 656, 656.1, 707, 726, 777, and 778 

 
RESCINDS: Procedure Manual Item 2-4-106 dated 12/04/18 
 
FORMS: Custody Intake Risk Assessment Instrument  

Risk Assessment Instrument-Quick Reference Guide (Attachment A) 
Risk Assessment Instrument (Attachment B) 

 
PURPOSE: To establish an effective procedure for objectively assessing risk of serious 

re-offense and risk of failure to appear for future court proceedings, as well 
as to guide deputy probation officers' (DPOs) detention decisions. 

 
 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

A. The Custody Intake Risk Assessment Instrument (RAI) must be completed on all 
non-committed youth referred for detention screening by arresting agencies. It 
need not be completed for wards being detained at the Orange County Jail or youth 
detained by the Court. 

 
B. The instrument is an objective research-supported screening instrument to assess 

an alleged-delinquent youth’s relative risk for re-offense and risk of failure to 
appear at future court proceedings. 

 
C. The RAI reflects and addresses within its process the current Principles for 

Evidence-Based Practice in Community Corrections, developed by the National 
Institute of Corrections (NIC): 

 
1. All key stakeholders must be committed to ongoing quality assurance, with 

the goal of creating a "culture of quality." 
 

2. Specific measurable outcomes and their indicators must be precisely 
defined. 

 
3. Appropriate information management systems must be in place. 

 
4. Data should be incorporated into ongoing practice. 

 
D. The RAI is to be submitted as completely as possible, with the information 

available at the time of the assessment.  If a required field of entry is not correctly 
completed during assessment, the program will not allow the document to be 
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submitted until the section is filled. The assigned DPO, or a designated DPO, may 
adjust the assessment later as other information is gathered through further 
investigation by either the arresting officer or the assigned DPO. The assessment 
should also be reviewed by the DPO after the interviews are completed and after 
receiving the filing from the DA, as a change in alleged offense may alter the 
assessment score. 

 
E. The RAI will be complete and accurate at the time it is submitted to court. Any new 

information received that changes the score or outcome must be reflected on the 
RAI and the RAI reprinted. 

 
F. The RAI is located within the ). The 

instrument is designed to score on a variety of risk factors that will guide the 
DPO’s decision to detain, release with conditions, or release outright. The 
instrument has three purposes: 

 
1. To assist in reaching an objective decision for detaining or releasing a 

youth. 
 

2. To serve as a research and data collection tool. 
 

3. To provide information to the Court. 
 

The Orange County RAI was designed with stakeholders from the Juvenile Court, 
District Attorney's Office, Public Defender's Office, local law enforcement, Juvenile 
Justice Commission, and the Orange County Probation Department. The RAI acts 
as a guide to determine whether the requirements for detention under WIC 628 
have been met. 

 
G. Detention decisions will be made depending on the point score. Each question on 

the RAI has a corresponding point value with certain questions weighted with more 
or less points (e.g. seriousness of the offense is heavily weighted). Aggravating 
and mitigating factors are also weighted with points added or subtracted, 
respectively. The youth's prior record will also be a factor in determining detention 
in regard to the youth's probation status and flight risk history (prior warrants, 
failures to appear, escapes from juvenile facilities, etc.). 

 
H. Cases must always be individually assessed based on their unique case factors 

and may be overridden by the Custody Intake Supervising Probation Officer 
(SPO), the Administrator in Charge (AIC), any division director, or Acting in any of 
these positions. Generally, because the assessment tool is supported by research 
and weighted toward maximizing public safety, DPOs are instructed to trust the 
outcome of the instrument and seek guidance from the Custody Intake SPO or an 
administrator when questions arise. However, in order to ensure consistency, the 
AIC or DD making the override decision shall first contact the on-duty Custody 
Intake SPO or Acting Custody Intake SPO for additional information prior to 
overriding the RAI and approving the booking. 

 
II. DEFINITIONS 

 
A. Non-Discretionary Detention Cases: Automatic Detention Cases refer to types of 

cases, detention referrals, or actions that require detention, without exception. The 
eleven (11) categories are: 
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1. Non-discretionary Warrants (Note: not WIC 300 or Truancy/WIC 601 

Warrants) 
 

2. Escape from Probation Facility or Electronic Monitoring 
 

3. Courtesy Hold 
 

4. Court Replacement 
 

5. Placement Youth Terminated from Group Home Pending a Probation 
Violation (PV) 

 
6. Court Certification 

 
7. Recovery Court Violation 

 
8. Gang Injunction Violation 

 
9. Pre-Detention and Pre-Disposition (PPP) Violation 

 
10. WIC 778 (Change of Circumstance) 

 
11. Transfer-Ins 

 
B. Offense: The most serious instant offense the youth is currently being presented 

on OR the most serious underlying offense if presented only with a warrant. All of 
the offense levels are designated with a point value that will factor into their total 
risk score. Offense categories include (with their respective point values): 

 
1. WIC 707 (b) offenses, or serious and violent felonies   

as defined by PC 667.5 and PC 1192.7 
 

2. Possession of Firearms  
 

3. Felony Sex Offenses  
 

4. Sale or Possession for Sale of Drugs  
 

5. Other 
 

a. Felony or Misdemeanor Drug Possession  
 

b. Felony Property Crimes  
 

c. Other Property Crimes  
 

6. Felony with Violence (non WIC 707(b) offense)  
 

7. Misdemeanors with Violence  
 

8. Other Misdemeanors  
 

9. WIC 777 (Violation of Probation) with SPO approval   
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4. Youth not on probation – has  or more   

misdemeanor petitions pending and/or sustained in 
the past  months. 

 
5. Youth currently on probation for a WIC 707(b)/  

serious/violent felony offense or on WIC 790 
Deferred Entry of Judgment (DEJ). 

 
6. Youth currently on probation for a non-WIC 707(b)/  

serious/violent felony offense or on DEJ 
 

7. Youth currently on probation for a misdemeanor   
offense. 

 
8. Youth currently on WIC 725 non-ward probation,   

WIC 790 DEJ or on court ordered WIC 654.2  
informal probation. 

 
9. Youth currently subject to a diversion contract   

pursuant to WIC 654. 
 

10. Youth has a prior misdemeanor or felony adjudication   
history on a case that has not been ordered sealed 
by the court. 

 
F. Flight Risk History: Flight Risk factors include a prior WIC 871 adjudication 

(Escape from a Juvenile Correctional Institution/Escape While on Furlough) or 
abscond from electronic monitoring and any failure to appear for court proceedings 
as indicated by warrants documented in ICMS. This does not include warrant 
holds. Choose up to, but no more than,  of the below flight risk factors 
should be selected. 

 
1. Previous WIC 871 petition, pending or adjudicated   

(includes PPP WIC 871s) 
 

2.  to  previous warrants  
 

3.  or more previous warrants  
 

4. Previous Global Positioning System (GPS) cut on a   
formal probation program such as the Pre-
Detention and Pre-Disposition Program (PPP) 
/Accountability Commitment Program (ACP) with 
no petition filed. 

 
G. Outcomes: The indicated outcome criteria are as follows: 

 
1.  Release without restriction 

 
2.  Release with GPS device on PPP 

 
3.  Detain 
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b. All alleged offenses must be entered. 

 
2. Auto-Detention Cases 

 
a. Indicate the presence of an automatic detention case. Check the 

"Known factors based on other  information" for auto-
populated information that may indicate the existence of an 
automatic detention case. 

 
b. An RAI is completed on every case regardless of the existence of 

an automatic detention case or not. 
 

3. Offense 
 

a. The RAI is completed based on the most serious of all alleged 
offenses. WIC 707 (b), serious and violent felonies are identified by 
ICMS once selected in the "Most Serious Offense" dropdown list. 

 
b. Review the Offense Category list and select the category that most 

accurately describes the most serious booking charge. 
 

c. For the initial risk score, the offense should be screened based on 
the allegations of the Application for Petition and case dynamics 
should not be factored into this category. Case dynamics can be 
factored in on the second risk assessment score with receipt of a 
police report and/or information obtained from the parent/guardian 
interview. 

 
4. Aggravating Factors 

 
a. Known  information will auto-populate as it applies to 

aggravating factors. This information is offered as a suggestion and 
should be verified before using it. Also assess additional information 
from the arresting officer. Review any known  information and 
select the aggravating factors, if applicable. 

 
b. Select up to  aggravating points. 

 
c. Do not select aggravating factors that are related to the most 

serious offense. For example, do not select "Gang Enhancement" 
if the most serous offense is PC 186.22 (Participating in Street 
Gang), "Attempt to flee or resist arrest" if the most serious offense 
is PC 148 (Resisting Arrest) or "Under the influence of drugs during 
the commission of the crime" if the most serious offense is Health 
and Safety Code (H&S) Section 11550 (Under the Influence of a 
Controlled Substance). 

 
5. Mitigating Factors 

 
a. Review  notes and information provided by the arresting 

officer to determine if mitigating factors exist. 
 

b. Select up to  mitigating points. 



2-4-106 
P. 10 

 
c. Mitigating factors may be present at the time of the assessment or 

added after interviewing the youth and parent or after receiving new 
information. 

 
6. Offense History 

 
a. Known factors based on other  information will auto-populate 

as it applies to offense history. Select the appropriate category. 
 

b. Information received about offense history in other jurisdictions 
should be applied as appropriate. 

 
c. DEJ and Juvenile Recovery Court are considered "Probation." WIC 

654, WIC 654.2, and WIC 725 are considered "Informal Probation." 
 

7. Flight Risk 
 

a. Known factors based on other information will auto-populate 
as it applies to flight risk history. Check  notes for PPP cuts 
where a petition was not filed. Select the appropriate category. 

 
b. Select up to, but no more than  flight risk history factor. 

Warrant holds are not considered part of the youth's flight risk 
history. 

 
8. Detention Override 

 
a. If the DPO believes that a higher level of detention than that 

indicated by the RAI score is required, based on case factors not 
captured by the RAI, a detention override can be recommended. 
Overuse of overrides can render the RAI invalid and they should 
only be used in rare circumstances. If an override is appropriate, 
check the box next to the appropriate override reason. 

 
b. A Detention Override can increase any outcome to any higher 

outcome. 
 

c. Detention overrides can only be approved by DDs, AICs, Custody 
Intake SPOs, or a designated Acting Division Director or Acting 
Custody Intake SPO. Type the name of the individual approving the 
override. Include any information about the detention override in the 
"Detention override details" section. This section is mandatory for 
any detention override. 

 
In order to ensure consistency, the AIC shall first contact the on 
duty Custody Intake SPO or Acting Custody Intake SPO for 
additional information prior to overriding the RAI and approving the 
booking. 

 
9. Release Overrides 

 
a. If the DPO believes that a lower level of detention than that 

indicated by the RAI score is required, based on case factors not 
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captured by the RAI, a release override can be recommended. 
Overuse of overrides can render the RAI invalid and they should 
only be used in rare circumstances. If an override is appropriate, 
check the box next to the appropriate override reason. 

 
b. A release override can reduce any outcome to any lower outcome. 

 
c. Release overrides can only be approved by DDs, AICs, Custody 

Intake SPOs, or a designated Acting Division Director or Acting 
Custody Intake SPO. Type the name of the individual approving the 
override. Include any information about the release override in the 
"Release Override Details" section. This section is mandatory for 
any release override. 

 
In order to ensure consistency, the AIC shall first contact the on 
duty Custody Intake SPO or Acting Custody Intake SPO for 
additional information prior to overriding the RAI and approving the 
booking. 

 
10. SPO Approval or Return of RAI for Changes 

 
a. The Custody Intake SPO or Acting SPO must review the document 

by tabs to review all of the sections of the document. If rejected, 
enter notes explaining the reject. 

 
b. If an RAI is rejected, an email is automatically sent to the Custody 

Intake DPO that created the RAI. The rejected RAI reverts to an 
"Assessment in Progress." Any Custody Intake SPO, the Officer of 
the Day, or DPO assigned to that RAI can reassign the RAI to a 
different DPO for changes. 

 
11. Modification of Final Outcome 

 
a. Initial detention is based on the case dynamics at the time of arrest, 

including but not limited to: charges alleged by the arresting officers, 
status of possible victims, the status of the youth's home, other 
details of the instant offense, and the need to protect the youth. As 
the case dynamics change, the need for detention may also 
change. 

 
b. Modify the RAI as needed as the case dynamics change so that the 

document accurately reflects the case factors (i.e. , charges added 
or dropped by the DA, information from the police report, changes 
of circumstances of the youth’s residence, additional information 
from parents or witnesses that would affect aggravators or 
mitigators, etc.), prior to submission to court. The RAI should be re-
scored and the new detention outcome followed. This may 
necessitate requesting the report be returned to the DPO by the 
SPO or acting SPO. 

 
c. If the DA files lesser charges than what was alleged by the arresting 

offense, this could result in a significantly reduced RAI score (Ex. 
Felony lewd acts with a child reduced to misdemeanor sexual 
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battery). If this occurs, the RAI should be re-scored and the new 
detention outcome followed. If the score indicates release, the 
youth shall be released prior to the Detention Hearing if at all 
possible. The detention hearing will remain; however, and a note 
on the Detention Calendar Memorandum (DCM) will reflect the 
youth was released based on the new RAI score, following the 
receipt of the DA’s filing of lesser charges than what was initially 
allowed. 

 
 
REFERENCES: 
 

Procedures: 2-1-205 Warrants of Arrest for Juveniles 
2-1-212 Contested Cases Petition Filing and Pretrial 

Functions 
2-4-101 Custody Intake Referrals 
2-6-101 Juvenile Probation Violations 
3-2-011 Juvenile Hall Intake 

 
Policies: C-10 Administrator in Charge, Officer of the Day or Duty 

Officer 
E-3 Disclosure of Court Recommendations 
E-5 Advisement of Rights 
F-1 Out-of-Home Placement/Temporary Placement of 

Minors 
F-2 Recommendations to the Court for 

Dispositions/Sentencing and Commitments for 
Minors 

 
 
C. Ronald 
 
 
Attachments 
 
 
APPROVED BY: 
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Detention Override Details: 
 
Detention Override Approved by:   
 
Release Override (Applies to Non-Automatic Detention cases only) (CI SPO/AIC/DD APPROVAL REQUIRED) 
Release Override 
 If yes, reasons: 
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  OC Probation Department – Custody Intake Risk Assessment Instrument 
  Youth Name:   ML#: 

 
 
  __NO RELEASE OVERRIDE 

__PARENT, GUARDIAN OR RESPONSIBLE RELATIVE IS WILLING AND ABLE TO 
    PROVIDE STRUCTURE AND ENSURE COURT APPEARANCES 

  __YOUTH DOES NOT POSE IMMEDIATE/SUBSTANTIAL RISK TO PERSON OR TO    
                                                                      SELF 
  __YOUTH DOES NOT POSE IMMEIATE/SUBSTANTIAL RISK TO PROPERTY OF  
                                                                      ANOTHER 
  __RELEASE OF THE YOUTH DOES NOT PLACE A VICTIM IN VULNERABLE  
                                                                      POSITION 
  __THE AMOUNT OF MONEY OR PROPERTY TAKEN WAS SMALL 

__THE PROPERTY TAKEN WITH MINIMAL USE OF FORCE AND WAS LESS 
     SERIOUS AS COMPARED TO OTHER INSTANCES OF THE SAME CRIME 
__THE STOLEN PROPERTY WAS RECOVERED BY THE VICTIM 

  __THE INJURY SUFFERED BY THE VICTIM WAS RELATIVELY MINOR AND THE  
                                                                                         DEGREE OF FORCE USED BY THE YOUTH IN THE INFLICTION OF THE   
                                                                                         INJURY WAS LESS SERIOUS AS COMPARED TO OTHER INSTANCES OF 
THE  
                                                                                         SAME CRIME 
   __YOUTH VOLUNTARILY ACKNOWLEDGED WRONGDOING AT THE TIME OF  
                                                                                         ARREST AND/OR COOPERATED WITH THE POLICE DURING THE  
                                                                                         INVESTIGATION 
  __YOUTH WAS A PASSIVE PARTICIPANT OR PLAYED A MINOR ROLE IN THE  
                                                                                        CRIME 
 __YOUTH’S PRIOR PERFORMANCE ON PROBATION WAS SATISFACTORY AND  
                                                                                         INDICATED THAT A GOOD RISK OF APPEARING AT ALL COURT  
                                                                                         APPEARANCES 
 __OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY THE REASON IN THE RELEASE OVERRIDE  
                                                                                        DETAILS) 
  
 Release Override Details: 
 
 Release Override Approved by:    Approval Date:  Time: 
               
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

SPO Approved by:     Approved Date:    
 

 
  

 

FINAL OUTCOME: 
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